


We pride ourselves on being a Sixth Form which 
provides the ambition and rigour required for young 
people to develop their skills and experiences: 
becoming independent, playing an active role in their 
community and moving into employment or Higher 
Education. 

At NUSA Sixth Form, you will study in an inclusive 
environment that will challenge, reward and ensure 
that you work to the highest standards allowing you 
to thrive. We drive our students by developing their 
growth mind set, supporting their academic progress to 
ensure they achieve the best outcomes for a successful 
future. 

We are proud to have built strong links with local 
employers and higher educational providers that will 
benefit you along your journey to gain the very best 
opportunities for your chosen future pathway, whether 
for university, higher education or employment. 

Alongside your education, we will provide you with a 
wide and varied range of enrichment and curriculum 
opportunities that give you the very best experiences 

and preparation, in order to support our students to 
develop into resilient, motivated and confident young 
adults. 

Being a student in our Sixth Form combines the best of 
both worlds. We provide the structure that comes with 
being a school along with more freedom of expression.

We offer a wide range of courses and students are 
able to choose the subjects that best suit their abilities 
and interests. Smaller class sizes enable staff to provide 
regular individual support and intervention. 

We nurture our students to develop excellent study 
methods and sound exam techniques so that they can 
express their thoughts and knowledge more effectively. 
The impact of this is seen through the academic 
improvement achieved by our students. 

We look forward to building an outstanding sixth form 
provision with ambitious and dedicated students. 
 

Lucy Strawson 
Head of NUSA Sixth Form

Welcome to NUSA Sixth Form
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Being in the Sixth Form is a new phase in every 
student’s life and will feel different from anything that 
has been experienced at school so far. Relationships 
with teachers will change, as students are expected and 
encouraged to take more responsibility for their own 
learning. 

The whole Sixth Form team, your tutors and your 
teachers work closely with each individual to help them 
to develop both academically and as a person, to 
make sure they achieve your very best, and encourage 
them to take up a wide range of opportunities to 
prepare for the future.

Our aim is to support each individual through this 
important stage of education and prepare them for the 
demands of higher education and employment, give 
them opportunities to experience new activities and 
challenges and encourage them to think independently 
and make informed decisions about their future.

Each student has access to a personal tutor, our 
pastoral support officer and Head of Sixth Form to 
provide support for well-being and pastoral concerns.

Students can also be referred for specialist counselling 
if they are struggling and are supported through this 
process by our team. 

We aim to ensure that students are given opportunities 
to develop themselves as global citizens in the 21st 
Century. 

Through a suitable and appropriate PSHE curriculum, 
students will undertake a programme that covers 
a range of relevant issues including; British Values, 
supporting and developing student resilience, providing 
opportunities for students to understand their own 
mental health and preparing them for next steps 
through a careers unit, external applications and UCAS. 

These sessions are planned to cover the following 
across Year 12 and 13:

• A core tutor programme that includes 
units on Resilience, Initiative, Organisation, 
Communication, Leadership, Endurance and 
Well-being

• E-safety

• Exam preparation

• Delivery of study skills/critical thinking through 
university providers

• Work skills — careers unit, collation of exam 
results and certificates, writing CVs, applying 
for jobs, writing personal statements, interview 
techniques

• The world around us (British values/current 
affairs/political parties/government)

• UCAS preparation

Pastoral
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Peer Mentoring 
Mentors can provide advice that can reduce stress 
and provide confidence to younger students. 
Student Mentors have themselves successfully 
completed compulsory education and they have 
an understanding of what younger students are 
experiencing. 

Reading Coaches
Peer reading offered by 6th formers one of a 
number of opportunities for successful students to 
help students with reading and learning needs in the 
lower school. Volunteers help develop literacy skills 
in Year 7 and 8 students, giving them the confidence 
and encouragement needed for them to thrive and 
progress. 

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
Our students can opt to study for the Extended Project 
Qualification alongside their other A-Level or BTEC 
choices. The course is designed to prepare them 
for academic life at university, with a big emphasis 
on independent learning. Students design their own 
research project, shaped from their personal interests 
and they then organise their time to research, plan, 
write, present and evaluate their final project. The 
outcome can be a research paper, a scientific report 
or something artistic and creative. The course lasts for 
a year and is the equivalent of half an A Level. Unlike 
many one-year courses, an A* is also available to 
students, which means highly successful projects can 
gain a few extra UCAS points! Universities also love 
students who study an Extended Project, which means 
they often lower their entry requirements for successful 
completion of the course.

Sports Leaders Level 3 Certificate in Higher 
Sports Leadership 
The Level 3 Certificate in Higher Sports Leadership 
is a nationally recognised qualification that enables 
successful learners to lead unsupervised groups 
of people in sport and recreational activities. It is 
a fun and practical qualification teaching generic 
leadership skills such as organisation, planning, 
communication and teamwork through the medium 
of sport. Students are provided with the opportunity 
to lead lessons in curriculum time, officiate and coach 
in Sports Partnership Events and lead sessions in 
primary schools. The course provides students with 
an opportunity to show important employability skills 
and qualities such as leadership, communication, self-
confidence and community spirit.

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (D of E)
This provides you with the opportunity to try new 
activities, develop key life skills and contribute to the 
local community through the ‘volunteering’ section. You 
will complete the final assessment by planning and 
completing, as a team, a fully self-sufficient expedition 
in the Peak District.

Work Experience 
You will be encouraged to find a placement which 
supports your interests and career aspirations. Work 
experience takes place at the end of Year 12 and helps 
you develop additional experience in support of your 
UCAS application.
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We provide: 
• Activities to develop confidence, character 

and resilience. 

• Group work to develop team working, 
communication skills, leadership and 
problem solving – skills that employers often 
say are lacking in school and college leavers. 

• Tutorials and seminars through our tutor 
programme and careers provision. 

• Life skills, such as: the ability to travel 
independently, how to cook and eat 
healthily, stay safe, personal finance, or 
preparation for adult or university life. 

• Activities to support students to build 
experience for their CV and/or personal 
statement.

Enrichment



Why study a BTEC Level 3 Extended 
Diploma course?
BTEC vocational courses are demanding and require 
commitment and organisation as a basic expectation 
of the most respected applied learning qualification in 
the UK.

The courses are equivalent to three A Levels and are 
awarded the same UCAS tariffs, for when applying to 
University and Higher Education.

You will have to complete a range of units, assessments 
and exams that will be taught, researched, and marked, 
as you build a portfolio of your assignments. You can 
feel proud to achieve a BTEC because, whatever your 
plans in life — whether you decide to study further at 
university, go on to employment or an apprenticeship, 
or set up your own business — your BTEC National will 
be your passport to success in the next stage of your 
life.

You will have the opportunity to develop the following 
transferable skills throughout the BTEC units on all 
courses, all highly desirable in any career:

• Teamwork
• Working on your own initiative
• Problem solving
• Business skills
• Planning
• Presentation
• Evaluation skills

At NUSA Sixth Form, you can study any of the following 
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diplomas:

• Business

• Health and Social Care

• Sport

BTEC Level 3 Extended Diplomas
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The following A-Level courses are currently 
offered at NUSA Sixth Form: 

• Art

• Biology 

• Chemistry

• English

• Geography

• History

• Mathematics

• Physics

• Psychology

• Sociology

 
We also offer the following vocational courses:

• BTEC Business (equivalent to one A-Level)

• BTEC Sport (equivalent to one A-Level)

 
For more detailed information and entry 
requirements for each of the courses listed here, 
please visit the electronic course guide on our 
webiste (nusasixthform.org.uk/courses) or 
scan the QR code with your smartphone.

A-Levels
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Why choose a T-Level?
T-Levels give you another choice after your GCSEs.

T-Levels have been designed with leading businesses 
and employers to give you the knowledge and skills 
you need.

More than 250 businesses (including Fujitsu and 
Skanska) have been involved so you can be confident 
your T-Level will move you to the next level.

Get ahead in your career
T-Levels give you the chance to learn what a real 
career is like while you continue your studies.

Your industry placement will last for at least 45 days — 
when and how you complete it depends on the T-Level, 
school or college, and employer.

Qualifications that count
When you pass your T-Level, you will get a nationally-
recognised certificate showing the overall grade you 
achieved — Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*. It will 
also give details of what you learned on the course 
to help you move into skilled employment or a higher 
apprenticeship.

Awarded UCAS points
Your T-Level will be worth UCAS points — a T-Level 
Distinction* is worth the same as three A-Levels at 
A* — and will be recognised by universities and other 
education providers so you can choose to continue 
studying if you wish.

Learn your way
T-Levels involve more classroom study than 
apprenticeships, which means you can experience an 
industry while you continue your studies.

Like A-Levels, there are no tuition fees to study a 
T-Level if you start before you are 19.

Studying T-Levels at NUSA
NUSA Sixth Form is pleased to be able to offer the 
following T-Levels:

• Education and Childcare

• Healthcare Science

To find out more about T-Levels, scan the QR code with 
your smartphone.

T-Levels
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Entry requirements
Minimum five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, 
including English and Maths.

Other Level 2 pass qualifications are accepted 
as equivalent to a grade 4.

Apply online
We are currently accepting applications for 
September for Year 12 students.

You can apply for a place at NUSA Sixth Form 
directly via our website:

nusasixthform.org.uk/apply
Please complete all the fields on the application 
form and ensure you enter a valid e-mail 
address so that we can contact you.

Please read through this form carefully before 
you start to complete it. You will be required to 
complete your personal details, information 
about your qualifications and your provisional 
course choices.

If you are unable to apply online, please contact 
us for a paper application form.

How to apply
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